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instead of returning to cultivate the land. The slave system
spread more and more, as the empire expanded. The
greater part of the land was soon cultivated by slave-labour,
to bring profit to the rich owners who lived luxuriously in
the cities; and, presently, almost all kinds of work were
done by slaves. They were forced to work in the mines;
they were chained inside the ships, which were propelled
by dozens of oars; intelligent slaves were educated and used
as readers, secretaries, or even tutors. It was the slaves
trained as swordsmen (gladiators) who fought each other to
the death in the amphitheatres for the amusement of their
masters. Till the time of Marcus Aurelius slaves possessed
no rights: their masters could use them as they pleased.
And, as the Romans grew too lazy even to fight their own
battles, slaves were presently employed in the army too.
This was one of the things that proved most fatal, for men
who do not fight for love of their country, but merely under
compulsion, are not likely to fight well when the severest
testing-time comes. That time came, as we shall see, soon
after the death of Marcus Aurelius.

In such an atmosphere of luxury and idleness on the
one hand, and of cruelty and oppression on the other, there
was no scope for the real growth of the mind. The Romans
conquered both Greece and Egypt; they inherited the art
and literature of Athens, the science an'd philosophy of
Alexandria, but except in one direction they added nothing
to their inheritance. Their slaves copied and translated
Greek books; their poets and philosophers imitated Greek
models. With opportunities for travel such as the Alexan-
drian geographers never had, the Romans added nothing
to human discovery. They lacked the power of imagination
that creates great works of art, the desire to know for the
sake of knowing, which leads to scientific investigation and
invention. They were more occupied in conquering and
enjoying, than in creating.